
DNA Workshop 
Sponsored by Casa Sefarad@Nahalat Shalom with the JGS of New Mexico 
Funded by a generous grant from the Jewish Federation of New Mexico 

 

Sunday, October 14, 9.30a-4.30p 
Congregation Albert 

3800 Louisiana Blvd NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110 
WITH 

Genetic Genealogist 
Kitty Munson Cooper 

AND 
Reuben E. Last, MD 

Schelly Talalay Dardashti  
Privacy & Ethics 

Jewish Ethnicity and DNA 
 

DNA testing and analysis tools – Jewish & other heritage projects –  
DNA for adoption cases – Panel discussion – DNA kits - Networking and more! 

 
LUNCH: $8 (bring your own) or $20 (box lunch included) 
Reservation by check (“DNA Workshop”) to Congregation Albert, or 

call 505-883-1818 to pay by credit card. Lunch deadline: Wednesday, Oct. 10.  

QUESTIONS? 
Maria Apodaca     apodacam2003@yahoo.com  
Schelly Talalay Dardashti   schelly@tracingthetribe.com 

 

mailto:apodacam2003@yahoo.com
mailto:schelly@tracingthetribe.com


Kitty Munson Cooper 
Kitty Munson Cooper is well-known blogger on genetics and genealogy. She began 

sharing her  knowledge at blog.kittycooper.com in 2012 to keep track of her own family's 
DNA tests, as well as her  
genealogical research. Her blog is extremely popular, receiving several thousand unique 
visitors daily.  
Her popularity has earned her listings on the Top 10 RockStar genetic genealogists list in 
the past several years. 

Her interest in family history and genealogy began at her beloved Aunt Marion's 
funeral in 1997, when she realized that many stories had died with her aunt. She resolved 
not to let any more of them be forgotten and started collecting stories and family data 

from that day forward. Her paternal side is Norwegian while her maternal side is half-Bavarian and half-German Jewish. 
Her Jewish grandfather was a well-known medical doctor and scientist, Siegfried J. Thannhauser, with both a medal and 
a street named for him in Germany, a country to which he refused to ever return after WWII. 

While still in high school, Kitty began programming computers in 1966. She is retired from her own  
small web development business. In her spare time, she has created a number of tools for the genetic  
genealogy community for displaying images of whom their DNA is from, showing overlapping  
segments, and grouping DNA overlaps. She has a cum laude degree from Harvard University and is also a World 
Champion Bridge player.  

Born and raised in New York City, she lived there until marrying Steve Cooper in 2000 which brought  
her to Albuquerque for seven years. Her interest in the early New Mexico families dates from that time. 

They now live in Lakeside, California (East San Diego County) with their dog, Kyndra. They have over 
an acre and more than 20 fruit trees. Gardening is another hobby of hers that she occasionally blogs  
about. 
 

Schelly Talalay Dardashti 
 A journalist and genealogist, Schelly Talalay Dardashti is the US Genealogy Advisor for 
MyHeritage.com. She has written for Family Tree Magazine, Avotaynu, NGS Quarterly, The 
Forward and JTA. The former Jerusalem Post columnist ("It's All Relative," 1999-2005) is an 
award-winning pioneer Jewish genealogy blogger and founder of “Tracing the Tribe – Jewish 
Genealogy on Facebook,” (with 25,000 global members).  She speaks at many genealogy 
conferences each year in the US and abroad. 

She has traced her family across Eastern Europe, Spain and Iran for 30 years. Schelly is 
co-administrator/founder of the IberianAshkenaz DNA Project (investigating Sephardic origins 
of some Eastern European Ashkenazi families) and the Jewish Persian DNA Project, both at 
FTDNA.  

Schelly is a board member (social media coordinator) for the Society for Crypto-Judaic 
Studies; on the Leadership Committee of Casa Sefarad@Nahalat Shalom; and JGS of New Mexico. Schelly is a 
native New Yorker (Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens) who attended the HS of Music & Art and NYU. She 
has lived in Iran and in Israel and has been a New Mexican by choice since 2010. 

 
Reuben E. Last, MD 

Reuben Espada Last, M.D. worked in various fields - theater, culinary arts, journeyman - before becoming a 
medical doctor. He became a general surgeon in 1992 after graduating City University of New York Baccalaureate at 
Brooklyn College, Hunter College;  Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons.  He did his Residency in 
Surgery at UNM and stayed in New Mexico in private practice and on-call surgical staff surgeon at UNM Medical Group 
Specialty Extension Services which frequently included work at Espanola Hospital, Las Vegas and Gallup, NM.  He is a 
staff surgeon at the Albuquerque VA Medical Center. An active member of Casa Sefarad @ Nahalat Shalom, he is an 
enthusiastic DNA testee. 
 
 


